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Presidﬁﬁté to make pledge
for more completed degrees

g Workshop will address ways
10-boost graduation 1ates

" BY SARAH BREITENBACH
- STAFF WRITER

“Follaying a call 1o action bom the
' dministiation, Maryland
llege leaders are making
e.giadvation raies dui-

N

Exl o years; e
mbers of the Maryland Associa:
2" tion<ofs Gormmunity Colléges weie
+, scheduled 10 meet Wednesday ai Anne
*-Arwidel Comimunity College in Amold
10

‘sigh-a pledge and discuss ways ie
grow the giaduatonate.
Glay Whitlow, executive duecior of
the associaton, said 1epiesentatves of
the state's 16 commuty colleges hope
10 increase the graduaton rate by 7,300
— 10 18,600 degiees and cerubcates
awarded annually by 2025,
"We need for people to complete
|degreesl, not just go 1o college and coi-
lect credit hows,” Whidow said.
The number of degrees and certh-
cates awarded 1o Comypunity college
students decteased slightly, by 1.4 per-
cemt, from 2008 1o 2009, according ic
data from the Marylani Association oi
Cornmuniry Colleges.
Allegany College of Maryland and
Prince Geoige's Community College
saw the Jugest drop in associzte
degrees awarded in thai period, declin:
ing 6 and 1) percent, respectvely.
" During the confesence, billed as 2

yesponse 10 the White House Surumit
- on Community Colleges, the staie's

compunity college representatives wil
 discuss ideas for increasing the pumber
of studemts who complete degrees o1
certificates. Those programs could
focus on scheduling, counseling or how
10 better move students thiough rerme-
dial coursework, Whitlow said.

"The degree o1 certificate thai they
obtain will i abmost all cases have
some markerplace value, simply 1o dis-
tinguish |them] bam a sruden who
accurmulates c1edits bui has no creden-
wals,”-he said.

For some-schools, increasing gad-
uation rates means reminding students
community colleges are. place 10 eam
a degree, as well &s build & founcaton
to mansler ic four-vear colleges and
unjversites.

—

" 5 i
Maryland commipnity-collége leaders
alt fnaking p‘lansliu _’uy loincrease
gradualion 1ates during the next 1
yeals. Prince Geoige's Communily Col
tege saw the laigest drop in associate
degrees awarded from 2008 1o 2008,

beloie frushing their assodiate degees
are encow aged 10 count credits eamed
& icw-veas institudons ioward tey
community college degrees, Eaton said

Bren Eaten, direcior of communi
cznons st Montgemery College — and
ne telenion 10 Carol Eaton — said
school leaders are focused on improv-
ing srucent success in developmental
COUISES

Ofbcials are awaiting the resulisoi &
pilot 1emedial math program thzt

-allows students 10 move at theil 0wn
pace. and, the hope is, become more

likely 1o earn thew degree. If the pro-
gam s successful, it will be imple-
menied in other departments, such as
English and science, Brert Eaton said.

") think the benefit |of eaming
mote degrees] 10 the scheols is really
one of measwement,” he said. "l gives
us 3 more solid foundation o gauge oW
progress against and see if we'se 1eally
serving the community in the best way
possible.”

A surge in community cclege
envollment put Maryland schools
ahead of the game in terms of produc:
ing more gaduates, Casol Eaton said.

While ensollment 2l Maryland
community colleges increased by mor€
{han 5,000 srudents between 2007 anc
3008, the numnber of full- and past-urme
cnudents spiked by more than double
thet number — 11,938 — in 2006-05.

Bolsiering compleBon raies will no



